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The Arms & Militaria Collectors’ 
Association of New South Wales 

Inc. 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
2025 

 
Sunday, 10th August 2025 

Commencing at 1pm 
 

Jamieson House 
ANZAC Rifle Range 

Franklin Street MALABAR NSW 2036 
 

A Barbeque lunch will be available from 12 
noon  -(gold coin donation) 
 
Following the AGM, there will an interesting 
display of unusual rifles.  
 
Members are invited to bring along items for a 
buy, swap & sell session after the display 
 

 
 

NAME THIS NEWSLETTER ! 
 

Most newsletter put out by bodies like us have 
a name. 
 

The title  “newsletter” is probably not the most 
accurate for what we are trying to do with this 
modest little production;  sure, there is some 
news content, but we are trying to provide a bit 
more than that. 
 
So, suggestions for a name, please ! 
email to the editor         
richard.ozlock@gmail.com 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION. 
 

Members will have read in the formal AGM 
Notice that a member has given notice that a 
motion be put to increase the member’s 
subscription by $36.00 per annum, for those 
members who wish to continue to receive their 
newsletter, in printed form, by mail. 
 
The idea behind this move is to recoup the 
increased costs of printing & postage.  This 
increase has been bought about by Australia 
Post’s increased postage rates and the 
committee decision to provide more content in 
the monthly newsletter, giving further rise to 
costs. 
 
The preferred distribution method is e-copies via 
email.  In producing the Newsletter in e form we 
can increase the quality of content, especially 
with more coloured photographs and technical 
detail.  While many members have elected to 
receive e-copies, the committee understands 
that there are members who prefer hard, printed 
copies, sent out by mail. 
 
The committee intend that we continue to 
provide printed copies to those members. 
 
However, if we are to improve the quality & 
quantity of the newsletter content with the 
resultant increase in postage costs we need to 
increase revenue. 
 
Please give this matter some consideration 
before the AGM. 
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ASSOCIATION MEETINGS 
Central Meetings 

 

Members are invited to attend our monthly 
meetings held mostly on the 2nd Sunday of 
each month (no meeting in January) 
 

Venue (unless otherwise shown) 
INGLEBURN RSL CLUB 
70 Chester Road Ingleburn 
Meetings commence at 1pm 
 

There is ample car parking at the Club 
The RSL Club has an excellent bistro – why not 
join fellow members for lunch before the 
meeting. 
 
 

MEETING DATES 
August  -  December 2025 

 

10 August 25 
Annual General Meeting 
Jamieson House 
NSWRA ANZAC Rifle Range Malabar 
 

14 September 25 
 

27-28 September 25 
Hunter Valley Arms Fair 
Maitland 
Members meeting both days 
 

12 October 25 
 

8 November 25 
 

14 December 25 (50-yr anniversary) 
       Christmas Luncheon 
      Rick Maddern Lounge 
      Ingleburn RSL Club 
 
 

 
Hunter Valley Meetings 

Held mostly on the 1st Sunday of each month at 
2pm  
 
Venue- 
       Laufzorn Farm 
       1111 Glendonbrook Road 
       Glendon Brook  NSW  2350 
 
 

Meeting Dates 
3 August 25 
 

7 September 25 
 

8 October 25 
 

2 November 25 
 
For details of the Hunter Valley meetings 
please contact the convenor, Ross Torrington 
on 0444 564 354 
 
 

 
2025 

HUNTER VALLEY ARMS FAIR 
MAITLAND NSW 

Sat 27 September 9.00am – 4.30pm 
         Sun 28 September 9.00am  -  3.00pm 

Federation Centre 
(Maitland Basketball Stadium) 

10 Bent St Maitland 
 

AMCA will be exhibiting with members’ 
meetings both days. 

 

 
FIREARMS LICENCING & HEALTH 
ASSESSMENTS    W.A. Part 2 
 
Last newsletter we looked at the Western Australian 
Firearms Health Assessment,  That assessment is in 
two parts,    
1-.  A self-assessment completed by the applicant & 
handed to the doctor to start Part 2   The self-
assessment requires the applicant to detail, along with 
other personal details, the level and frequency of 
alcohol consumption. 
2-. A medical assessment by the applicant’s (you) 
doctor, based on his knowledge of you, your self-
assessment and his/her professional judgement. 
The doctor’s assessment with recommendations is 
forwarded, on line, to the WA Police Firearms Licence 
Section. 
 
The decision to issue/renew the firearms authority rests 
with the WA Police, not the doctor. 
The NSW Police Firearms Registry (FAR) Health Risk 
Assessment for the Use or Possession of Firearms has 
a similar aim – to ensure that firearms are only in the 
hands of persons who are deemed fit & proper to 
possess them.  The difference between the two states 
is the process of how the assessment comes about. 
 
In NSW the FAR receives information from sources 
such as health professionals, family members and 
employers regarding the health of firearms licence 
holders.  Also licence holders/applicants may disclose 
health related information during their application or 
renewal process. 
 
If health concerns seem credible, the FAR will request a 
health risk assessment from a qualified health 
practitioner.  Then, FAR assessors will consider the 
application/renewal in light of the health assessment. 
 In WA, the requirement for a health assessment is 
automatically raised by a firearms licence application or 
renewal.  In case of application for a person 80 years or 
older the assessment is an immediate requirement and, 
on licence issue, becomes an annual requirement.  
…………………………………………………………… 
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Museums of Interest 
 

Frank Partridge VC 
Military Museum 

 

Named in honour of Frank Partridge, the 
youngest Australian recipient of the Victoria 
Cross in World War 2, the museum is located on 
the main street in the historic timber town of 
Bowraville. 
 

The museum houses a large collection of 
military memorabilia and artefacts, including 
uniforms, medals, weapons and vehicles. 
 

There are numerous galleries representing all of 
the services and conflicts that Australia has 
been involved in. 
 

A comprehensive reference library is available 
to visitors doing research on military matters. 
 

Frank Partridge was born on the north coast of 
NSW and, before the war, worked on the family 
farm, located between Bowraville and 
Macksville. After servicer in the Volunteer 
Defence Corps, he was called up for full time 
service in March 1943 and posted to the 8th 
Battalion, a Militia unit.   
 
In May 1944, the battalion was posted to New 
Guinea. 
 

In June 1945, the 8th Bn was moved to 
Bougainville to contain the Japanese forces 
there. On 24 July, in one of the last actions of the 
campaign on Bougainville, two platoons of the 
battalion attacked a Japanese stronghold.  
Partridge’s section came under heavy machine 
gun fire and suffered severe casualties, 
including the Bren gunner who was killed.  
Although wounded in the arm & leg, Partridge 
retrieved the Bren gun and engaged the nearest 
Japanese bunker while under fire.  He silenced 
the Japanese machine gun with a grenade and 
killed the remaining Japanese with his knife.  For 
this action he was awarded the Victoria Cross. 
 

Frank Partridge VC discharged from the army in 
Oct 1946, returned to the family farm, and died 
tragically in a car accident in 1964, aged 39. 
 

Bowraville is located on the Mid North Coast of 
NSW, 15km north west of Macksville. 
 

The museum is open 7 days a week, 9.30am to 
3.30pm. 
 

Admission is by gold coin donation. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
CLOSURE OF MILITARY MUSEUM 
 

BREAKWATER BATTERY MILITARY 
MUSEUM 

 at Port Kembla NSW has now permanently 
closed. 
 
 

The museum had closed to the public with the 
impact of COVID and had not re-opened.  
The museum was operated by a local  
association, the Wollongong Heritage Collection 
Inc (WHC Inc,) and located in a WW2 artillery 
observation tower. WHC Inc occupied the 
building under a licence issued by NSW Ports, a 
public company holding a long term lease over 
the Port Kembla Harbour and much of its 
surrounding land area. 
 

The building, while structurally sound, failed to 
meet current standards for safe public access.  
Negotiations between NSW Ports and the 
museum committee over safe access to the 
public failed and NSW Ports did not renew the 
licence to occupy the building. 
 

Offers from local RSL Sub-Branches to house 
the museum’s collection of weapons and other 
artefacts were refused by the museum 
committee who made the decision to sell off and 
otherwise dispose of the collection. 
 

While most of the valuable collection items have 
been sold off, the committee abandoned other 
items of less commercial value, display cases 
and fixtures. 
 

Where the proceeds of the sale will end up has 
not been announced at this time. 
 

It is understood that NSW Ports are in contact 
with the Department of Veterans Affairs and 
other bodies seeking appropriate disposal of 
abandoned items. 
 

 
 

Breakwater Battery Military Museum 
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Change at Hill Top Shooting Ranges 
The NSW Office of Sport has announced that it will 
hand over management and operation of the 
Southern Highlands Regional Shooting Complex 
to the Sporting Shooters Association of Australia 
(NSW) Ltd (SSAA NSW) from 1 September 2025. 
The announcement follows a long period of 
speculation by shooters after tenders closed late 
last year.  Full details of the arrangement are yet to 
be announced. 
 
The arrangement will be in the form of licence with 
ownership of the site remaining with the Office of 
Sport. 
 
The complex is a purpose built facility set in 
bushland near the Southern Highlands village of 
Hill Top.  The facilities include a 50m range (pistols 
& rimfire rifles), a 500m range and a 800m full bore 
range with amenities and car parks. 
 
Both the 50m and 500m ranges have undercover 
firing points.  Both ranges offer sufficient firing 
points to support major competitions. 
 
While there is some availability for casual 
shooters, most of the range bookings are by clubs, 
a number of which have “residential” status. 
 
It is understood that the agreement with 
SSAA(NSW) will continue to allow access for non-
SSAA clubs and shooters into the future. 
 
Range user fees are to remain unchanged for now, 
however the licence conditions allow the SSAA to 
change user fees and other arrangements in the 
future 
 

 
Entry to Southern Highlands Regional Shooting 

Complex 
 

 
View from the 500m Range firing point at Hill Top 
……………………………………………………………… 
 
GALLIPOLI PINES 
Tabled at our July Ingleburn meeting were several 
pine cone from pine trees grown locally from seeds 
believed to have been brought back to Australia by 
returning diggers who had been at Gallipoli. 
Pines are native to the Gallipoli peninsula.  One of 
those was the famous Lone Pine in the ANZAC 
sector. 
 

 
Two of the pine cones brought in by member Garry 
 
The original Lone Pine tree at Gallipoli is no more; 
it was destroyed during the Battle of Lone Pine.  
Diggers returning from Gallipoli brought back pine 
cones and seeds, picked up from the battlefield.  
Many were planted in the diggers home towns and 
the resulting trees became known locally as “Lone 
Pines”.  One seedling, grown from a Gallipoli seed, 
was planted at Melbourne’s Shrine of 
Remembrance in 1933; another at the Australian 
War Memorial by Prince Henry, the Duke of 
Gloucester in 1934. 
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Our July meeting at Ingleburn saw member Paul bring along an interesting assortment of knives - 
 

 
 
 
 
Fighting knife from 
Afghanistan 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Fighting knife made from a 
bayonet 
 (Mk.1 Machete bayonet ?) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Australian Issued 
K BAR knife 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fighting knife imported from Japan by 
Sheldon & Hammond (SHELHAM) 
(trialled by the Australian Army) 
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Afghan fighting knife 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
U.S. Navy 
fighting knife 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
U S Marine Corps 
K BAR Fighting 
knife 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
BUCK  
bayonet/fighting knife 
Made in USA 
Australian issue F88 
Austeyr 
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MEMBERS’ 
ADVERTISEMENTS 

WANTED  -  SWAP  -  FOR 
SALE 

 
AMCA Members are able to advertise in the Newsletter 
free of charge, under the headings of WANTED, SWAP, 
FOR SALE.  Advertisements should occupy no more 
than 4 cm single column and will be run for up to 3 
editions.  Advertisers are responsible  for advising the 
Editor if their WANT has been satisfied, their SWAP 
completed or their SALE made.  Subject to space 
available, advertisement may be extended from the 
three edition limit on application. 
Advertisers need to be aware of the requirements of the 
Firearms Act 1996 and Firearms Regulation 1977, in 
drafting their advertisement.  
Firearms Act Sect.54 
A person must not cause an advertisement for the sale 
of a firearm or firearm part to be published unless – 
a.  the person is a licensed firearms dealer. 
b. the proposed sale is to be arranged by or through a 

licenced firearms dealer and the adverƟsement 
contains such parƟculars as may be prescribed by the 
regulaƟons 

Firearms Regulation145 
For the purposes of Section 54 (b) of the Act, the 
licence or permit number of the supplier is prescribed 
in relation to an advertisement for the supply of the 
firearm. 
 

And in the case of Prohibited Weapons – 
Prohibited Weapons Act 1998 Sect 25 
A person who causes to be published an 
advertisement for the sale of a prohibited  weapon 
must ensure that the advertisement – 
a. states that a permit is required for the possession or 

use of the weapon, and 
b. specifies the permit number of the person on whose 

behalf the weapon is being sold. 
 

FOR SALE 
WHTTINGSLOWE MACHETE 
Very Unusual item with long handle and bill hook 
Contact Drew Gee  0403 821 027 
Email koto911@hotmail.com 
……………………………………………………………
………….. 

FOR SALE 
Books 
BRITISH COMMONWEALTH BAYONETS and 
FIGHTING KNIVES 
Latest edition 
Standard Edition & Special Presentation Edition 
Discounted price for AMCA members 
Contact Rick Landers 
Email ricklanders@hotmail.com 

 

WANTED 
Australian Pattern 1907 bayonets made between 
1929-39 
Magazine Lee Enfield Training Rifle .297/230 dated 
c1895-9 
Wire Cutters SA No. 1 Mk. 1 
Contact Norm Tyrrell  0487 775 556 
Email normtyrrell@gmail.com 
…………………………………………………………… 
 

 
 

 

The Arms & Militaria Collectors’ 
Association of NSW Inc. 

Incorporated under the Associations Incorporation 
Act (NSW) 

ABN 81 7451 653 113 
 

 
 

Postal Address – 
   The Hon. Secretary, 
   AMCA of NSW 
   P.O. Box 85 
   EAST GRESFORD  NSW  2311 
 
Web Site – 
   www.amcaofnsw.org 
 
Executive contact details – 
 
President       Norm Tyrrell 
                            Ph. 0487 775 556 
                            normtyrrell@gmail.com 
 

Secretary       Ross Torrington        
                            Ph. 0444 564 354 
                            ross.torrington@outlook.com 
 

Treasurer        Daniel Brown 
                            Ph. 0401 232 706 
                            danb@dbstrading.com.au  
‘’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’ 
Newsletter Editor 
                            Richard Knowles 
                            Ph. 0409 304 611 
                            richard.ozlock@gmail.com  
………………………………………………………… 

 

 


